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Using the outdoors

National Sustainable Schools Conference Workshops

	Facilitator:
	Simon Payne

	Organisation/School:
	Blue Forest (UK) Ltd

	Conference:
	London, 8th July 2009

	Name of workshop:
	Linking to the outdoors, some different approaches

	Workshop description:

	Blue Forest are specialists in the design and construction of unique sustainable buildings & more specifically tree houses! 

The company have developed a number of groundbreaking environmental education facilities, including: eco-classrooms, wildlife classrooms and even an award winning Tree House Study Centre in the New Forest. 

This Session Considered:
1. How to inspire children through their learning environment.

2. Partnership Working: How can schools work with the local community to share recourses and develop projects that benefit everyone?

3. Grants: How much does it cost and what grants are available?

4. Sustainable technologies:
· Grass (Sedum) Roofs

· Solar Energy

· Water Catchment Systems

· Composting Toilets

	Conference themes which the workshop covered:

	Using the outdoors (Using Buildings to Bring People Closer to the Natural World)

	Workshop audience:

	Primary and Secondary Schools, Local Authorities, Community Groups / Charities.

	Workshop format:

	Presentation & case studies followed by discussion and question time.

	Workshop outputs:

	1. Can tie this into the curriculum – with concrete examples (e.g. energy generated per hour from solar panels)

2. Flagship schools – available for site visits (to be practical examples)

3. Technology on its own won’t solves the problem (we must learn to reduce our consumption)

	Related Resources:

	

	Related Web Resources:

	Websites:

· www.blueforest.com
· www.brightgreenenergy.co.uk
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